82                    Pope Pius XI
Church is entering politics and whether it is remaining in
its own proper sphere is one of the points causing perse-
cution in Germany and intense worry in Rome.
In addition to all this one must remember that the
Vatican is an organisation with enemies. There is, for
instance, the whole of the Eastern Church, which is not
in communion with Rome, yet whose differences as
regards theology are extremely slight. It is mainly because
in the past the authority of Papal Rome was all concen-
trated on Europe and European ideals, that the Eastern
Churches broke away and refuse to recognise that
authority. Many people can see to-day very little difference
between these two great Churches, and were they to
come together rather than to be in regular and frequent
opposition, then the great influence of Christianity might
be still further increased.
But instead of that happening, one becomes daily a
little more alarmed at the increase of a new problem for
the Church in Rome. There is growing up in the Catholic
Church, especially in the New World, a very keen demo-
cratic feeling, and the funds provided for the upkeep of the
Church as a whole will come largely from that side of the
Atlantic in the future.
The political policy of Rome seems to become more and
more identified with organisations on totalitarian lines.
That Rome should feel it wise to work with dictators is
not regarded happily by those democratic countries who
are striving against dictatorship at every turn, and it may
be one of the tragedies of Pope Pius* reign that whereas
he started out to bring together the Eastern Churches and
the Western Churches, he may find that, instead of having
done this, he has taken the first steps towards an active